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Make the Dovetailed

Drawers

Step 1. Measure the two drawer
openings in your dry-assembled cabi-
net. Subftract %" from the width and
depth and 4" from the length (side-to-
side dimension). Using these dimen-
sions, cut drawer fronts (F, G) for the
upper and lower drawers from Y2"-thick
butternut. From %"-thick basswood,
cut backs (H, I) for the drawers to the
same dimensions, Now, cut two sides
(J, K) for each drawer from %"-thick
basswood stock.

Step 2. Select and mark an outside
face on each drawer part, Then, lay
out and cut through dovetails on the
parts as dimensioned on the Drawer
drawing on page 6.

Step 3. Dry-assemble the two
drawers to check for fit, and adjust as
necessary. Measure the interior
dimensions, adding %" to the width
and length for groove depth. (This
leaves an extra %q" of groove depth.)
From Y"-thick plywood, cut two draw-
er bottoms (L) to these dimensions.

Step 4. Using a A" straight bit, rout
Y"-deep stopped grooves (stopping
%" from both ends) along the inside
faces of the drawer sides %" from the
bottom edge. (See the Small Drawer
front view drawing.) Rout identical
through grooves along the inside
faces of the fronts and backs.

Step 5. Transfer the full-sized
Finger Cutout pattern shown on the
Drawer drawing to the center top
edge of both drawer fronts. Bandsaw
and sand the cutouts to shape, Then,
finish-sand the inside faces of all
drawer parts.

Step 6. Glue, assemble, and clamp
the two drawers. After the glue has
dried, sand the joints flush. Next, rout
the %" and %" round-overs on the
drawers where shown. Then, finish-
sand the exterior drawer surfaces.

Now, Hang the Door

Step 1. Position one of the knife
hinges on the top end of the door
where shown on the Exploded View,

Center
the hinge between the faces, then

trace its outline using a
sharp #3 pencil. (See
phote C for location.)

Note: The entire hinge
arm should lie over the
door, while the shorter,
pinned segment should
clear it completely. Re-
peat this step to mount
the hinge on the bottom
end of the door. Mark
the depth of the hinge
leaf on the edge of the
door for both hinges.
Carefully score the out-
line in the end grain with
a sharp knife, then use a chisel to score
the depth line.

Step 2. Carefully pare the hinge
gains to depth using a %" chisel.
Next, fit the hinges in their gains.
Using a Vix bit, drill the screw holes,
then temporarily screw the hinges to
the door.

Step 3. Lay the dry-assembled cab-
inet on its back. Tap the top and bot-
tom slightly to loosen them, creating
clearance for the hinges. Center the
door from side to side in its opening,
and insert Yis" spacers top and bottom
to center the door vertically. Add %"
spacers to shim the hinged edge of
the door out from the cabinet. (Craig
used pasteboard from the back of a
note pad.) Now, draw a faint line along
the hinged edge to mark the door's
location on the edge of the side.
Double-check the door's position,
then secure it with masking tape.

Step 4. Close the hinges, aligning
the two leaves precisely. Trace
around the pinned segment of the
hinge (as much of it as you can) to
establish the hinge’s location on
the top and base. Remove the
door, then remove the hinges from
the door.

Step 5. Temporarily disassem-
ble the cabinet. Position the
hinges on the top and base, then
trace around any parts that you
couldn't reach before. Score the
hinge gains, this time using a chis-
el for the straight lines. Cut the
gains to depth (photo D). Then,
drill screw holes and attach the
hinges to the cabinet,

location on the fop an

Step 6. Dry-assemble the cabinet
and attach the door. Check the door
for fit and action. If the door binds as
you open it, plane a bit of stock from
the back of its hinged edge. Now,
remove the door from the hinges.

Step 7. To install the bullet catch,
drill a 4" hole in the bottom end of the
door using a doweling jig. (For loca-
tion, see the detail on the Exploded
View.) Tap the spring-loaded half of
the catch into the hole, then reattach
the door to the hinges. With the door
closed, establish and mark the loca-
tion for the mating half of the catch in
the base. Temporarily disassemble
the cabinet, then drill the hole in the
base using your drill press. Insert the
catch, then reassemble the cabinet,

Chip-Carve the Optional

Knotwork

Step 1. Transfer the full-sized
Knotwork pattern on page 7 to the
door face where dimensioned on the
Front View drawing.

Photo D: Attach hinges to door, position door on
cabinet, align both inr?e leaves, and mark hinge

base. Then, cut cabinet

gains as shown.
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